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Instructions:
 
Help 'em till they don't need help,
then turn them loose!
 
 
 
11. "The Vile Toad"
some long vowel sounds
 
READING CLUE: USUALLY, WHEN TWO VOWELS GO WALKING, THE FIRST DOES THE TALKING
[image: OEBPS/images/image0003.jpg] 
One wet day Rat The Cat went for a jog in the rain. As Rat ran on an old road, he came to a big, big toad.
"Want to race?" asked the toad. "We can have a five-mile road race."
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"Yes," said Rat. "I will beat you in a five-mile road race, you vile toad. I can beat a goat, I can beat a dog, and I can beat you, you vile toad. No one may have told you, but I am one FAST cat!"
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"GO!" said the toad, but Rat did not hear the toad. The toad went hop, hop, hop on the wet road. Then Rat saw the toad hopping.
"No fair!" yelled Rat. Rat ran too.
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As Rat ran by the toad, the toad hopped on Rat The Cat.
"No fair!" Rat yelled. "You are vile, you vile toad!"
The toad went hop, hop, hop on the wet road as the rain fell.
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As Rat ran he said, "I like to jog, but I hate this race. It is not fair, and I do not like the vile toad. I do not like to race a vile toad on a wet road. My hair is wet from the rain and I am in pain! That toad is bad!"
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A boat went by on the road.
"Man, the rain is really, really bad!" said Rat.
The toad went hop, hop, hop on the wet road. Rat ran on. As Rat ran he came to a big hole in the road.
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Up from the hole came a BIG toad.
"Wow!" said Rat. "This toad is the big daddy of ALL toads! He is a big load! But what can a toad this big eat?"
"Aaaaaah!" Rat screamed. Rat might be meat for the toad to eat! Rat ran!
 
 
[image: OEBPS/images/image0010.jpg] 
Rat beat the toad in the five-mile road race, so Rat got to sit in the top seat and hold the gold cup.
"I told that vile toad I would beat him," said Rat. But Rat still had fear in his bones. BIG fear of a BIG toad. RUN Rat!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
nail, rain, tail, pain, pail, sail, fair, bait, mail, hair, wait, boat, goat, road, toad, load, moat, foam, eat, real, beat, mean, peak, seat, heat, ear, meat, fear, heat, tear
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
another, really, still, screamed, thought, hopped, was, were, find, with, asked, that, saw, past, name, tapped, could, would, but, angry, on, they, went, yourself
 
 
 
 
Three Twos:
 
to = preposition
two = number 2
too = also
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
The man put a goat in a boat.
The mule beat the pig in the race.
The man gave me my mail at nine.
The rain is in the pail.
I hear the mean dog with red hair.
The toad can hop on the wet road.
Luke was weak with fear.
Rat has to wait in his seat.
Heat the meat so we can eat.
The goat came to eat the bait.
Did Ted eat the meat?
Can Jane beat a boat in a race?
Is Ted a mean man?
Sam is on the peak.
We can sail at the lake.
Wait for the meat to heat.
 
 
 
12-Rat Gets A Job
-ll, -ff, -ss
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One fine day a mean boss gave Rat The Cat a job. Rat's job was to sell pop, cake, and gum.
The boss told Rat, "I will give you a big box of pop, cake, and gum. You must sell it all, then pay me back."
"I will call Sam and tell him I can sell him pop, cake, and gum," said Rat. "I can sell it all to Sam!"
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Rat The Cat gave Sam a call.
"Hi, Sam!" said Rat. "I can sell you all the pop, cake and gum you want!"
"I do not need pop, cake, and gum," said Sam. "But you can sell me a bell for my bike or a ball to toss. I need a bell and a ball."
"I do not have a bell or a ball to sell," said Rat. "I will call Jane."
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"Hi Jane!" said Rat The Cat. "I can sell you all the pop, cake, and gum you want!"
"I do not need pop, cake, or gum," said Jane. "But you can sell me a well to fill up my pail, or a boat."
"No," said Rat. "I sell pop, cake, and gum. I do not sell pails, wells, bells, balls, BOATS, OR GOATS!"
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Rat went to Dan and said, "I can't sell pop, cake, or gum to Sam or Jane."
"Or to Dan," said Dan. "Rat, you can sell me a boat to sail at Pine Lake, a pill if I get ill, a home by the sea, or a fake ear if I can't hear. But you can't sell me pop, cake, or gum. I don't want pop, cake, or gum."
 
 
[image: OEBPS/images/image0015.jpg] 
Rat The Cat was sad. He sat by a wall in the hall and said, "How will I pay my mean boss?"
Hop Hop Hop! Up came a vile toad, the same vile toad Rat had raced.
"Hi," said the toad.
"Hi vile toad," said Rat. "Hey vile toad, can I sell you pop, cake, or gum? You will like it!"
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"No," said the vile toad. "But you can sell me a kiss."
"A kiss?" asked Rat. "You want me to sell you a kiss?"
"I am a magic toad," said the vile toad. "If you kiss me on the feet – POOF! – I will be a nice, big, rich pig. Then I will eat all the pop, cake, and gum, and pay you for it!"
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Rat did kiss the vile toad on the feet, but when he did the vile toad was still the same vile toad. The vile toad was NOT a rich pig!
"Oh!" Rat yelled. "You are STILL a vile toad! You can't eat my pop, cake, and gum and pay me!"
Now Rat was ill. "Ugh!" he yelled. "I need to eat soap!"
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Rat The Cat got a bill from his boss. The bill was for the pop, cake and gum. The bill was big. REALLY BIG. Now Rat is in a REALLY BIG mess!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
all, ball, call, fall, gall, hall, mall, tall, wall, ill, bill, dill, fill, gill, hill, Jill, kill, mill, pill, sill, till, will, boss, moss, Ross, toss, Bess, Jess, less, mess, Tess, bell, dell, fell, sell, tell, well, hiss, kiss, miss, Jeff, miff, buff, cuff, muff, puff, off
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
another, really, still, screamed, thought, hopped, can't, raced, rich, pay, still, yelled, of, past, into, tapped, could, would, but, angry, on they, why, went, your
 
 
 
 
Five W's and an H:
 
who, what, where, when, why, how
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
Jane gave a pill to the ill goat.
The pig fell off the wall.
Rat had to kiss the vile toad on the feet.
The dog made a mess in the hall.
I can call Jeff at the mall.
Moss is on the side of the wall.
The rain fell into the pail.
The boss gave Rat a big bill.
Is the ball in the hall?
Did Mike fall into the well?
Can Rat sell a ball to Dan?
The goat fell into the well.
The ape made a mess out of the cake.
Tim will toss the ball.
The red pig ate the moss.
Will the cat like the ball?
 
 
13. "Going Fishing"
ck and sh
 
[image: OEBPS/images/image0019.jpg] 
One fine day at nine Dan and Rat The Cat sat to eat.
"I wish I had a dish of fish," said Rat.
"Well," said Dan, "Let us pack and go to the shore. At the shore we can shop for bait and go out onto the dock and fish."
"Yes!" said Rat. "I like to fish. Tell the fish to hide or Rat The Cat will get them!"
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At the shore Dan and Rat went to a bait shop for bait, then went to fish on the dock.
Soon Dan caught a big fish, but Rat did not. Then Dan caught a bigger fish, but Rat still had no fish. Then Dan caught the biggest fish Rat had ever seen, but Rat still had no fish.
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"The fish DID hide from Rat!" said Dan. "HA!" Rat The Cat was angry.
"No, Dan," said Rat. "I have no luck like you do. You are a lucky duck."
"Ha!" said Dan. "A cat who can't fish!"
"This will make me sick if I do not get a big fish to eat," said Rat.
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Then Rat had a tug on his pole.
"A fish!" yelled Rat. "A REALLY BIG fish!"
Rat gave a pull on his line, but it was not fish. It was a ship! A BIG ship! The ship gave a tug and Rat The Cat fell off the dock and into the sea.
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Rat got back up onto the dock and gave his pole to Dan. Rat was all wet.
"No more fish," said Rat. "I have no luck like you, Lucky Dan. But I see a shell on the shore."
Rat The Cat got off the dock to go get the shell from the shore.
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Rat picked up the shell, but the shell bit him! The shell was a live clam! Oh no!
"Aaaaaah!" screamed Rat. "It's a live clam!"
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Rat hit and kicked the clam to get it off him, then he ran back up onto the dock. Dan saw him.
"Rat," said Dan, "you had a big fish on your line, but you were not here so I had to let it go."
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"Aaaaaah!" said Rat The Cat as he fell back onto the dock.
"Now I am sick, sick, SICK!" Rat said. "I am in no shape to fish!"
Poor Rat!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
-ck
tick, lick, kick, pick, Rick, nick, sick, pack, hack, Jack, lack, rack, sack, tack, dock, hock, jock, lock, mock, pock, rock, sock, deck, neck, peck, buck, duck, luck, muck, puck, suck, tuck, 
 
-sh and -sh
ship, shell, shore, she, sheet, sheep, shop, dish, fish, wish, cash, bash, mash, rash, mush
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
can't, raced, rich, pay, still, yelled, have, past, into, tapped, could, would, should, caught, bigger, biggest, kicked, lucky, another, really, still, screamed, thought, hopped
 
 
 
 
Comprehension:
 
What time did Dan and Rat eat?
Did Rat think he would catch fish?
Why did Rat think Dan was catching fish?
Did Rat ever catch a fish?
What did Rat catch?
Why was Rat sick?
 
 
 
Sentences:
The fish is in the deep well.
The shell is on the shore.
Rat was sick, sick, sick.
I can shop at the mall.
Toss the fish on the shore.
The shop has all my cash.
The bug bit Jane on the neck.
Ted got a rash from the bug bite.
The ship is at the shore.
Did the sheep fall into the hole.
Did Rat get a dish of fish?
The ship is at the dock.
 
 
 
14. "The White Whale"
th and wh
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Rat The Cat had a dream at the shore:
"This is Captain Rat! I sail the seas to fish for the white whale. This is my ship, and these are my shipmates. They are Chicken Fred and Dave. Dave is a tame ape."
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"Captain Rat! Captain Rat!" yelled First Mate Fred. Second Mate Dave has seen the white whale!"
"Which white whale?" asked Rat.
"The white whale we sail the seas to fish for, Captain Rat," answered Fred.
"Are you sure?" asked Captain Rat. "Second Mate Dave is a third-rate mate."
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Captain Rat pointed at a whale in the sea.
"Did Second Mate Dave see THIS white whale?" asked Captain Rat.
"Yes!" said First Mate Fred. "That is the whale!" 
Second Mate Dave ran up to Captain Rat.
"Captain! Captain!" Dave shouted. "I saw the white whale!"
"Do you mean THIS white whale?" asked Captain Rat.
"Yes!" said Dave. "That is the white whale I saw!"
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"Dave, you are a third-rate mate!" said Captain Rat. "That IS NOT the white whale I seek!"
"Why not?" asked Dave.
"THIS white whale is thin," said Rat. "MY white whale is big and thick. THIS white whale is nice. MY white whale is vile. It eats ships, cats, chickens, and apes. I gave my oath to get THAT white whale, and I will!"
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"Yipes!" gasped First Mate Fred. "Why not just fish for THIS nice, thin white whale? We can go home with him and all the people will thank us. They will think we caught the BAD white whale!"
"Yes!" said Second Mate Dave. "Let us take THIS white whale that eats fish! Why go get a whale that will eat US?"
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"I can take this from the chicken," said Captain Rat, but not from the ape! You two need to have faith in your Captain!" Then Dave took the wheel while Rat ran to the top of the ship and yelled:
"Oh, vile whale that eats ships, I will get you! This is Captain Rat! Hear me now oh vile white whale—there are three bold sailors on this ship—well, TWO bold sailors and a chicken named Fred. But we will GET you you vile white whale!"
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There was a thud on the ship. The white whale, the REAL white whale, the BIG, THICK, MEAN white whale came up from the sea. The white whale was angry at Captain Rat, First Mate Fred, and Second Mate Dave.
The vile white whale ate the ship. It was a sad end to Rat's dream. Captain Rat should have let the white whale go.
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Rat The Cat woke at the shore.
"Wow!" he said. "What a dream! That dream would be a nice tale—it could be a book for people to read. I could write the book and get rich! And I think the first line of my book would be: Call me Fish Meal.
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
hard th
these, them, this, that, those, the, then, there
 
soft th
thin, thick, thank, think, thud, theme, three, math, with, path, oath
 
wh digraph
whip, whim, what, why, where, when, while, whale, whine, wheel, whack, white
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
people, gasped, rich, two, three, sailor, captain, first, second, chicken, shouted, sure, dream, yelled, asked, could, would, should
 
 
 
 
Comprehension:
 
Who is bigger, the First Mate or the Second Mate?
Do Fred and Dave want to catch the white whale?
Why or why not?
How does Rat plan to get rich.
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
The shell is on the path.
I shop at the mall with my mom.
This whale is thick, that whale is thin.
Toss the fish to that white whale.
I think I will thank those three men.
Where is the whale that ate the three fish.
Why did the whale eat the ship?
Where is the mall that has that fish shop?
What is that on the wheel?
Is this where we saw the whale?
What did Rat eat with the dish of fish?
 
 
 
 
 
15. "Chicken Thugs"
ch, tch, ng
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Dan and Rat The Cat's phone rang.
"Help Rat!" said the caller. "This is Chicken Fred. At nine, as I sat on a bench, a bunch of chicken thugs came up to me. They were a bad chicken gang, Rat. The big chicken thug took my lunch! Rat, I had no lunch to eat!"
"Those chicken thugs did a bad thing," said Rat.
"Rat, I am not rich," said Fred, "but if you can get my lunch back I will sing you a song."
"No," said Rat. "You sing like a sick goat, Fred. Sick. If you sing then I will be sick. But I will get your lunch back. I was a boxer when I was five, and I was a champ. I can punch, duck, jab, and bob. I'll get your lunch back."
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Rat went up to the chicken gang.
"Did you take Chicken Fred's lunch?" Rat asked the big chicken thug.
"Yeah, so what?" said the big chicken thug.
"Well," said Rat, "now I am here to take back Chicken Fred's lunch!"
The big chicken thug put the tip of his wing deep into Rat The Cat's chest.
"And who are you?" the big chicken thug asked Rat.
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"I am Rat The Cat!" said Rat. "I can box! I am a champ!"
"A chump?" asked the big chicken thug.
"No, a champ!" said Rat.
"A chimp?"
"No, a Champ!"
"A chick?"
"NO, a CHAMP!"
"At what?" asked the big chicken thug.
"I said I BOX!" Rat was angry.
"You box?"
"YEAH! Want to see?"
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So Rat did box for the chicken gang. Rat hit the air for a while, then did a big kick in the air.
"See!" said Rat. "Now give me back Fred's lunch!" But the big chicken thug did not give Rat the lunch.
"I can box too," the big chicken thug told Rat. "Watch me!"
But the big chicken thug did not punch the air as Rat had—the big chicken thug hit Rat The Cat on the chin! Rat fell on his back.
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Rat got up. His chin was in pain.
"I DID box when I was five!" Rat said. "But now I can RUN!" Rat ran and the gang of chicken thugs gave chase.
"I will hide!" said Rat. "If I do not hide the chicken thugs will catch me and beat me up!" So Rat hid in a ditch. The gang of chicken thugs ran past.
"Now I can call for help!" Rat said. "Hmmm... Should I call a witch to make the chicken thug a toad? No. Should I call a chum of mine to beat up the big chicken thug? No. No chum of mine is a match for that big chicken thug. I know! I should call my mom!"
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Rat did call his mom.
"Mom, can you help me?" Rat asked. "A bunch of chicken thugs stole Chicken Fred's lunch. I went to get it back, but I was no match for the thugs. It was pure luck that I hid and they ran past."
"Well..." said Rat's mom. "I am much more weak than you, but I am much more wise too. I am no match for a gang of chicken thugs. So I will not go get Chicken Fred's lunch back. But I WILL call for help!" So Rat's mom gave the police a call.
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"It's a cop!" yelled the big chicken thug. "RUN!" The gang of chicken thugs ran, but the police officer got them all.
"Thanks, Rat," said the police officer. "We wanted to catch these chickens, but we had no luck. Then came your call."
"It was not my call," said Rat. "It was my dear old mom."
"Well, tell your mom I said Thanks," said the officer.
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"Oh," Rat said to the police officer. "Did I tell you that I can box? Check me out!"
Rat hit the air five or six times, then did a big kick. Rat sure did think he was one meat cat!
"RRRRR!!" Rat growled at the gang in chains. Then Rat let them see his fangs.
"Boo!" said the big chicken thug.
"Aaaahhh!" screamed Rat as he got up on top of the police officer to be safe. Rat held on to the officer's ears.
Big, bad Rat is not mean at all, but we don't care. It is much more fun to be nice.
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
ch digraph
chill, chick, chin, check, chess, chase, rich, much, such, lunch, bunch, punch, bench, champ, chump, chimp
 
tch digraph
itch, witch, pitch, ditch, match, catch, latch, hatch
 
ng digraph
sing, ring, king, wing, sang, rang, gang, hang, bang, rung, hung, song, gong, long
 
Three "by" Three
by = next to
bye = goodbye!
buy = purchase
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
took, answered, police, officer, teacher, boxed, boxer, screamed, ever, dream, yelled, asked, wanted
 
 
 
 
Comprehension:
 
In this story, is Rat older than five?
Is Fred a good singer?
Is Rat mean?
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
Pass me the check for the dish of fish.
We will sing the same song she sang.
A witch was on the bench by the path.
The whale did chase the long ship.
The thug gave Rat a punch on the chin.
Bang the gong for the king at nine?
Rat ate lunch on the bunch.
Check the wheel to see why we went into the ditch.
The bug bite made Rat itch.
This king is no match for that king.
Can Rat catch the white whale?
Where can Jane pitch a ball?
 
 
 
16. "Rat Gets A loan"
nk, pt, nd, ld, mp, ay
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One day Rat told Dan:
"I think I need to make a sink and a desk for our home. And a pond in back."
"Oh," said Dan. "But let me ask you, how will you fund all this?"
"I will find the funds at a bank," said Rat. "They will loan me the funds."
"No," said Dan. "Do not go to a bank. You do not have a job to pay the bank back." But Rat went to a bank.
At the bank the man asked Rat, "What will we get if you don't pay back the loan?"
"Um," said Rat, "if I do not pay back the loan you get Dan's home and land."
"Okay," said the man.
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"When Rat got home Dan told him, "I have to go to camp at Pine Lake, so you won't see me for five days."
"Okay!" said Rat. Now Rat could make his mess!
Rat made the sink. He asked Chicken Fred to help, and Fred held the pipe while Rat made a bend in it. Then Rat had to weld the sink.
"Dan will like the sink," said Fred. Rat gave Fred a wink. 
Then Rat made the desk. It was a real task. He had a red lamp on it and a tan seat to go with it.
"Dan will like the desk," said Fred. Rat gave Fred a wink.
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Then Rat went out back to dig his pond. He made a nice, big hole, then asked Fred to help him fill the hole with sand and water. Then a duck came to the pond.
"Now Dan can camp at my pond," said Rat. "He will not need to go to Pine Lake."
"Dan will like the pond," said Fred. Rat gave Fred a wink.
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"Knock Knock!" A man was at the door. The man gave Rat a note.
"Now, who would send me a note?" Rat asked. 
The note was from the man at the bank. It said:
 
"Rat The Cat:
You did not pay back the loan as you said you would. Now I will come for the land.
-The Man At The Bank-"
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"Oh no!" said Rat. "Dan will be so angry! Help Fred! Help!" All Fred did was jump on the bed.
"Do not jump Fred!" yelled Rat. "Think! Think Fred! Think! What can we do?"
"Okay," said Fred. "I've got it. We can make a mask for you and a mask for me. Then Dan will not know who we are!"
"I do say," said Rat, "that as long as I am near you, you do not think. You jump, you yell, you play, but you do not think. And when you do think, Fred, you make me want to run and hide!"
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Now the man from the bank was at the door.
"Rat The Cat," said the man from the bank, "I've come to get the land."
"Oh no! Oh no!" said Rat. "Please, please do not take the land. Take the lamp!"
"No," said the man from the bank.
"Please take the desk!" Rat begged.
"No!" said the man from the bank.
"Please Mister Bank Man!" Rat begged. "Please take the sink and the pond!"
"No!" said the man from the bank. "I came for the land."
The man from the bank took the land.
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Dan came home from his camp at Pine Lake. Dan was beat. Beat, beat, beat. He had to go to bed.
Rat met Dan at his van.
"Uh, Dan..." said Rat. "You seem beat."
"Yes," said Dan. "I AM beat. A five-day camp can tire a man."
"Well, Dan..." said Rat. Now Dan saw his home and land.
"Aaaaah!" Dan yelled. "RAT!" Now Dan did not seem so beat.
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Dan's land was now a bank!
 
I THINK RAT THE CAT SHOULD RUN!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
nd
and, land, hand, sand, band, end, bend, fend, lend, mend, pend, send, tend, vend, pond
 
ld
old, hold, told, bold, cold, mold, held, weld, mold, wild
 
nk
ink, sink, wink, think, sank, thank, dank, rank, 
 
sk
ask, task, mask, desk, tusk, dusk, husk, risk
 
mp
camp, lamp, damp, ramp, champ, limp, chimp, bump, dump, jump, chump, hump
 
ay
say, hay, Jay, okay, play, day, may ray
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
took, answered, police, officer, teacher, boxed, boxer, screamed, ever, dream, yelled, asked, wanted
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
Lend a hand to the man in the sand.
You can mend the bend in the pipe.
The old man told me to hold the cold dog.
Hold the pipe so Jay can weld it.
I think that is ink in the sink.
I did not thank the man when he sank my ship.
Ask the man in the mask to give you a task.
The big tusk was on the desk.
Rat is the camp champ at the chimp jump.
That chimp is no chump.
On May Day the band will play in the cold.
I saw mold in the damp sink.
I saw Jay jump the desk and limp.
Did you bump the hand of the man in the band?
Did Jay say it was okay?
 
 
 
17. "This Job Stinks"
nt, pt, st, ct, ft, xt
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When Dan saw that the man from the bank had his land, Dan told Rat The Cat, "Rat, the bank man has my land. He has my home. My home is now his bank. All I have is a cat who is a pest. The bank man is rich. I am not. He has my home. I do not. Why did the bank man keep my home and leave Rat The Cat? I wish he would have left my home and kept Rat The Cat."
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"But Dan," said Rat, "I'm fun to pet."
"FUN TO PET?" Dan screamed. "FUN TO PET? Rat, this land was mine. You do not even pay me rent, yet you gave my land to the bank man!" Boy, was Dan angry.
"Dan," said Rat, "you still have me. I am your chum. We will be fine."
"No, Rat, we will not be fine," said Dan. "I have lost all I had. Where can we go?"
"To Pine Lake, Dan. We can camp."
"Well," said Dan, "where else can we go? We will go to Pine Lake."
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At the lake Dan and Rat set up a tent.
"Can we play now?" Rat asked Dan after the tent was up.
"Rat, you lost my home and land," Dan answered. "We have no food to eat. Do not be nice now."
All day long Rat did not say a thing, and all went well. But then the sun went down and Dan and Rat went to bed in the tent.
"Oh no," said Rat. Rat was full of fear. BIG fear.
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Late that night Dan and Rat heard a noise.
"Hold me Dan!" said Rat. "Hold me!"  Dan held Rat.
Then Dan and Rat heard the noise again, but now it was near the tent.
"Rat get a stick!" Dan shouted. Rat got a stick and Dan got a stone.
"Stay back you beast!" yelled Rat. "Stay back or we will hit you with sticks and stones! The next step you take may be your last step!"
Dan and Rat heard the noise again, but now it was next to the tent!
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Dan and Rat ran from the tent and saw the beast. It was a skunk!
"Hold still Rat!" yelled Dan, but Rat threw his stick at the skunk. WOW, how a skunk can make a stink when you throw a stick at it! Now the whole camp stunk and Dan and Rat could not stay there.
"Rat!" Dan screamed. "Now we have no camp! We have no land, no home, no tent, and no camp! You are just bad luck Rat The Cat!"
Rat was sad.
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"I can help, Dan," said a man. It was Ranger Tim. "Be kind to Rat now. You two are family." Dan knew Ranger Tim was right. Dan could fix the mess and not be mean. Cats are cats, and cats do cat things.
"Dan," said Ranger Tim, "I heard of the mess with your home and land. I can pay the bank man for you."
"Oh thank you thank you!" said Rat. You are the best, Ranger Tim!" Rat fell at Ranger Tim's feet. Dan was not so angry now.
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"No, Rat," said Ranger Tim. "Do not thank me yet. It is not a gift. You lost Dan's land, so you must stay with me a week. I have a job for you to do so you can pay me back."
"Thank You Thank You!" Rat cried.
"Stop, please," said Ranger Tim. "Wait to thank me. Do the job, then if you want you can thank me."
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Ranger Tim sent Dan home with the money to pay the bank man. Dan left Rat to stay with Ranger Tim a week to do his job.
Rat did not like the job At ALL! His job was to catch skunks!
 
Phew! That job stinks!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
nt
dent, rent, sent, tent, went, hint, lint, tint, pant, rant, punt runt
 
pt
kept, wept, apt
 
st
stop, step, steep, steer, store, stone, stink, stank, sting, past, fast, pest, west, chest, rest, test, cost, lost, lost, rust, must 
 
ct
act, tact, fact, pact, duct
 
xt
next, text
 
ft
left, raft, gift, soft, loft, heft, lift, rift, 
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
have, into, Ranger, there, their, threw, from, again, noise, night, food, after, answered, even, please, I'm, I've, took, leave, out
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
You must pay rent for the tent.
Rat wept when Dan kept the runt pig.
Rat can steer his bike on a steep hill.
Tim saw a dent in a stove in the store.
Rat ran west past the rest in the race.
Tim can pass the raft test.
You must use tact to not be a pest.
It is a fact that the raft can go fast.
The next day we will have a big test.
The chimp was in my tent at the camp.
Mend the dent in the bent pipe.
He gave me a gift of a soft cat.
Rat went into the tent at the raft store.
 
 
 
18. "A Bumpy Ride"
sc, scr, st, str, sk, sl, sp
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Rat did his job and Dan got his home and land back. Dan and Rat were chums again.
One day Dan said to Rat, "Rat, I think we can go camp at Pine Lake. Our tent may not stink now."
"Yes," said Rat. "And when we go, this time I will take my bike! We can camp on the side of a steep hill and ride down it!"
"No, Rat," said Dan. "If you ride down a hill it will scare you."
"No way!" said Rat. "A steep hill will not scare Rat The Cat. I have too much skill. I am the best bike dude in this home!"
"Okay," said Dan. "We will see then, Bike Dude Rat." So Dan and Rat set up their tent on the side of a steep hill.
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The next day as the sun came up, Dan woke Rat The Cat.
"Time to get up Rat!" said Dan.
"No," said Rat. "I am not the sun. I have no job to do. Let me sleep."
"Okay Mister Big Bike Dude," said Dan. "But then you will miss your ride down the hill. I think you are just a big chicken."
"That's it," said Rat. "Now I am up. You will see who is a chicken! The hill will not scare me."
Dan and Rat ate, then got on their bikes.
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From the side of a steep hill Dan did a scan of the slope with his scope. Dan saw a stream, a big rock, and a steep rock step.
Dan said to Rat, "I will let you have a lot of space to ride, Rat. I like my skin and do not want to scrape it off. Would you like to use the scope to scan the slope, Rat?"
"No," said Rat. "I will deal with things as they pop up." Rat was not safe.
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Rat went down the hill. ZOOOM! Rat left so fast there was dust in the air. Then Dan went too, but Dan did not go as fast as Rat.
Dan rode for just a bit then heard a scream. It was Rat! Dan rode fast to catch up to Rat. Rat was in a stream.
"Rat," said Dan, "you did not scan the slope with the scope, and now you are one big scrape!"
"It was just bad luck," said Rat.
"No," said Dan, "you did not use the scope. Here, use the scope to scan the rest of the way."
"No," said Rat. "I do not need to scan the slope. I'll deal with things as they pop up."
Rat got back on his bike and left so fast there was dust in the air.
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Soon Dan heard a skid, a scream, and a big bump. Dan rode fast to catch up to Rat. Rat was by a big rock.
"Rat, are you okay?" asked Dan.
"I think so," said Rat. "But this big rock hid and then came up at me!"
"No Rat!" said Dan. "Rocks do not just pop up. But if they did, you said you would deal with things as they pop up. You did not deal with this rock well."
"Oh, Dan," said Rat. "Now I see. The hill may scare you, but it will not scare me."
"No Rat," Dan replied. "I am safe. Now here, use the scope.
"No," said Rat. "I will deal with things as they pop up!" Rat rode off so fast there was dust in the air.
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Now Dan heard a scream, a screech, a skid, and a scrunch. He rode fast to catch Rat. Rat was at the big rock step, and his bike was on top of him.
"Help Dan!" said Rat. "The hill sank in on me! It fell as I rode on it!"
"No, Rat," said Dan as he took the bike off Rat. "The hill did not sink in on you. There was a big rock step. I saw it in my scope as I took time to scan the steep slope, but you did not use the scope. Now you are one big scab, and your bike is all bent up. You will have to hike all the way back up the hill.
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"Dan, can I use the scope?" asked Rat.
Now Rat did use the scope to scan the rest of the steep slope, and he saw a thing that put BIG FEAR deep in his thin bones.
"DAN!" yelled Rat. "A STRAY DOG! SCAT YOU BAD DOG! SCRAM! STAY BACK OR I WILL BITE YOU!"
Rat did not scare the stray dog.
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The stray dog made Rat run all the way up the steep slope. Rat hid in the tent. Dan came and made the stray dog go away.
"Rat, you can come out now!" said Dan. "I made the dog go away!" Rat came out of the tent.
"Thank you, Dan," Rat said as he sat on Dan's lap. "You are the Big Bike Dude, and I am the Big Chicken."
"Well Rat," said Dan, "you are still my chum. I love you Rat The Cat."
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
sc
scat, scab, scan, score, scope, scare, Scott, scum, scale
 
scr
scrap, scrape, scram, scrub, scroll, scream, screech, scrum
 
str
stream, streak, strike, strip, stripe, strip, stray, stride
 
sk
skill, skin, skip, skid, sky, skull, skunk, 
 
sl
slip, slim, slime, slap, slack, slop, slope, sleep, slam slant
 
sp
spill, spit, spite, spot, spell, space, spend, spare
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
leave, down, again, things, took, from, again, love, food, after, even, please, your, replied, their, there
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
Scat you stray dog!
Use the scope to scan the slope.
Rat got a scrape and a scab on his shin.
Rat fell off the steep slope.
I like to sleep in a spot by a stream.
Is that slime from deep space?
A cat with a stripe may be a skunk.
Do not scream or the skunk will get you.
Do you have space to put a spare bed so I can sleep.
Did Rat get the scrap from the stray dog?
Did Rat score in the game?
Rat ran so fast he was a streak!
If you step on the rake it will scrape you.
 
 
 
19. "Stork Lake"
dr, tr, sm, sn, sw, or, er, qu
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One fine day Dan said to Rat The Cat, "Let's drive to the train, then ride the train up north to Stork Lake. I know of an old stone fort at Stork Lake. We can trap a goat, snag a fish, and camp in the old stone fort.
"That will be swell, Dan," said Rat. "Real nice!"
"Rat," said Dan, "when we go to Stork Lake you cannot just play. You must sweep the fort, take out the trash, and wipe up the grime and the smears."
"True," said Rat. "Too true. I will do as I am told."
"Ha!" said Dan.
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Dan and Rat drove to the train, then rode the train north to Stork Lake. On the train ride Rat saw a lot of corn, five goats, a herd of cows, and a small store by a lake.
As they rode Dan told Rat, "Now, I have one rule you must do to be safe. You must trust me, Rat The Cat, for Stork Lake is a mean lake, a lake where a cat can be torn to bits. Do you hear me Rat?"
"Huh?" said Rat.
"Rat, I just told you that to be safe you must trust me and do what I say. Okay?"
"True, Dan," said Rat. "So true. I will do as I am told."
"Ha!" said Dan.
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When they got to Stork Lake, Dan and Rat set up camp in the old stone fort.
"We can name the old stone fort CAMP RAT," said Rat.
"Yes," said Dan, "but now you must sweep and wipe the camp." So Rat did sweep and wipe the fort.
"Now can we go trap a goat?" asked Rat.
"Yes, Rat," said Dan. "But you must trust me and do what I say. An old goat is wise. You must be wise too. Do not go near the trap or the goat will hear you and get angry. Really angry, Rat."
"I will do as I am told," said Rat.
"Ha!" said Dan.
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Dan and Rat set up a cage to trap a goat. The trap had cheese for bait.
"Cheese?" said Rat. "Will we catch a goat or a big rat? HA!"
"Shhh!" said Dan. "Quiet! A goat can hear you from a mile, and smell you too."
"Yes," said Rat. "The goat may smell me, but at least I do not smell like a goat! HA!"
"SHHHH!" said Dan. "Quiet! Now we must hide here while we wait. And Rat, DO NOT jump up and run to the cage when the goat is in it. PLEASE wait. I will swing the gate down, THEN you can go see the goat. If you do not wait it will be bad, Rat. Stork Lake is a mean lake, a lake where a cat can be torn to bits."
"I will do as I am told," said Rat.
"Ha!" said Dan.
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A goat came to the cage and went in to eat the cheese.
"HA!" said Rat. Rat jumped up and ran to the cage.
"WAIT!" yelled Dan, but it was too late. The goat saw Rat The Cat and ran at Rat.
"AAAaaahhh!" yelled Rat. POW!!!
The goat hit Rat in the chest with its left horn. The hit was such a smash that it sent Rat all the way back to Camp Rat at the old stone fort. Rat came down on a torch.
"OW! OWOWOWWOWOWWW!!" screamed Rat.
"I told you," said Dan, "Stork lake is a mean lake, a lake where a cat can be torn to bits. You must trust me and do as I say."
"Yes," said Rat. "From now on I will do as I am told."
"Ha!" said Dan.
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Dan made Rat sweep and wipe, then came and told Rat to quit.
"Now we will go fish," Dan said. "We will take a boat out on the lake, but you must trust me. If you snag your line, do not tug and tug. If you do, you may not like what you catch."
"Yes," said Rat. "I will do as I am told."
"Ha!" said Dan.
Dan and Rat went out on Stork Lake in a boat, and Rat cast in his line. Soon Rat had a snag.
"I have a snag," said Rat, and Rat gave his line a tug, tug, tug.
"No!" yelled Dan, but Dan was too late. Up came a huge iceberg, as big as a ship, to smash their small boat. Now Dan and Rat had to swim for shore.
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As they swam Rat said, "Quit Dan! Do not bite my feet."
"I did not bite your feet Rat," said Dan. "I can't bite your feet and swim at the same time!"
"Then what did bite me?" Rat asked. Dan and Rat peeked back. There was a huge fish with teeth as big as stones!
"Aaaahh!" Rat and Dan screamed. They swam so fast they were on top of the water, and the big fish was in back of them all the way.
When they got back to shore they ran to Camp Rat at the old stone fort.
"You see!" said Dan. "Stork Lake is a mean lake, a lake where a cat, AND A PERSON, can be torn to bits! You did not trust me, Rat. Now I am beat and I smell like fish!"
"Now," said Rat, "I will do as I am told."
"Ha!" said Dan.
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Rat and Dan went into the old stone fort.
"I am too beat to take a bath," said Dan.
"Me too," said Rat.
"I am too beat to eat," said Dan.
"Me too," said Rat.
"I need to go to bed and sleep," said Dan.
"Me too," said Rat.
So Dan and Rat went to bed, and Rat fell fast asleep. But Dan did not sleep at all. Why?
 
Man, can that cat SNORE!
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
dr
drip, drug, drag, drank, drink, dream, drive, drove
 
tr
trust, true, trap, trash, tray, train, try, trip
 
sm
small, smell, smile, smash, smear, smack
 
sw
swim, swell, swing, swipe, sweet, sweep
 
qu
quit, quiet, quite, queer, queen
 
or
or, fort, port, short, sport, porch, torch, north, short, storm
 
er
herd, fern, term, perch, jerk, verse
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
asleep, can't, peeked, water, their, iceberg, jumped, down, here, cheese, let's, cannot, its, screamed, heard, they
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
In my dream I drove on a drag strip.
Can I trust you to take the trash off the train?
The smell made me make a small smile.
If you snag, snip the line or it will snap.
It is a swell day to sweep, swing, and swim.
Keep quite quiet or the queen will quit her tale.
The fort is north of the porch.
The bug had a perch on a fern.
Did you take the train on your trip?
Be quiet when you sneak up on the trap.
Did the storm smash the small boat on the shore?
 
20. "Farmer Rat"
bl, br, cl, cr, pl, pr, gl, gr, fl, fr
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One quiet day Farmer Frank Fox gave Rat a call. "Hey Rat!" said Farmer Frank. "Want to help me on my farm?"
"Help do what?" asked Rat.
"Well," said Frank, "I have a corn crop to plant, I have to take the cows out to graze, and I have a flock of geese whose wings I need to clip."
"That may be fun," said Rat.
"You will have to catch a plane," said Frank.
"I hope it will not crash," said Rat.
"Be brave!" said Farmer Frank. "A farmer must be brave!" 
"I AM brave!" Rat said. "I just do not like to brag."
"Okay," said Frank. "If you catch the plane at nine you will be here by brunch. We will eat, then you can help me."
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Rat came on a plane. Rat and Farmer Frank Fox ate brunch, then went out to work.
"See this plot of land?" asked Frank. "This is where we plant corn. You need to dig the seed in, like this." Rat saw how Frank dug in the seed.
"I can do that," said Rat. "Stand back and watch me work!"
"Wait," said Frank. "You must be brave, Rat. This is the land of the black snake, and the black snake is a mean snake. A black snake is as big as a rake, and it will bite you!"
"The black snake does not scare me!" said Rat. "I am brave. I just do not like to brag."
"Okay, good," said Frank. "But hear this one thing: Do not run from the black snake or it will bite you in a soft spot."
"What soft spot?" asked Rat.
"Where you sit down," said Rat.
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Rat did plant the corn. It was hot. When all the corn seed was in the soil, Rat sat down on a clump of grass to rest.
"Hisssssss!" A black snake came up to Rat, and it sang the Song Of The Black Snake:
 
"I am the black snake, I hide where it's hot,
I bite the cats who plant corn on my plot,
When you go back to your place in the town,
You'll think of me every time you sit down!"
 
"Aaahh!" screamed Rat, and he got up and ran. The black snake did not lie—it bit Rat on the buns! Rat ran all the way to Farmer Frank.
"Did you plant all the corn, Rat?" Frank asked.
"Yes," said Rat.
"Wow!" said Frank. "Have a seat! I will get you a glass of tea."
"No thanks," said Rat. "I think I will stand."
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The next day Farmer Frank took Rat with to take the cows out to graze.
"Now, what you do here, Rat, is drive the cows out to the grass," said Frank.
"Drive them on a bus?" asked Rat.
"No," said Frank.
"Drive them on a train?"
"No," said Frank. "What I mean is you must ride this mule and make the cows go out to graze."
"I think I should tell you," said Rat, "that I have had bad luck with mules in the past."
"This is not a bad mule," said Frank.
"I'm glad," said Rat.
"His name is Luke," said Frank.
"Oh no!" Rat yelled. "Where did you get him?"
"From Ranger Tim," Farmer Frank said.
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"Frank," said Rat, "I hate to tell you this, but this is a bad mule. He bit me last year. This mule is a real brat." Now Luke was angry.
"Rat," said Frank, "all you have to do is keep a good grip on him, and do this one thing: Be Brave. Luke must see no fear in you or you will be in bad shape."
"I have no fear," said Rat. "I am brave. I just do not like to brag."
"Okay," said Frank. "I will bring you a glass of tea at nine. Then Farmer Frank left Rat The Cat with Luke.
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Rat got the cows out of the pen, then went to get up on Luke. Boy, did Luke look mean.
"Luke," Rat said, "I am Rat The Cat. You are a mean beast, but you do not scare me. I have no fear. I do not like to brag, but I am brave. I have much pride, but no fear."
Rat did ACT brave, but Luke could see that Rat was full of fear. A mean mule like Luke can smell fear. And a mean mule like Luke can also smash a cat.
"FLAT The Cat!" said Luke as he made Rat flat.
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When Farmer Frank came with a glass of tea, Rat was still flat in the grass.
"The cows are lost!" yelled Frank. Rat got up.
"Do not blame me!" said Rat. "It was your mule! That Luke is a real creep!"
"Rat, you have too much fear to farm," said Frank. "You must be brave to farm."
"I AM brave!" said Rat. "I just do not like to brag. Your mule is just plain bad!"
"Okay," said Farmer Frank. "If you are so brave, then it is time to clip the wings on my flock of geese. But Rat, you must be brave or the geese will chase you and bite you."
"Geese do not scare me," said Rat.
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Rat went up to the geese to clip their wings, but the geese saw how Rat's bones did shake. 
"You geese do not scare me!" Rat yelled, but the geese could tell Rat was not brave.
Then Rat heard one of the geese yell "Get Him!" and the chase was on. The geese made Rat run all the way back to the plane.
"Whew!" said Rat as he ran onto the plane. "Now I am safe from those mean geese!"
But when Rat sat down he screamed "OWWWWW!" 
Then Rat said, "That black snake DID say I would think of him every time I sit down!"
 
Rat IS brave. New things can be scary, but Rat will try new things. Sometimes we need someone to help us learn new things until they are not scary.
 
 
 
Vocabulary:
bl
black, block, bless, blend, blame, bland
 
br
brag, brat, brunch, bring, brave, brine
 
cl
clip, clap, cling, clump, clamp, clam, clean, clear
 
cr
creep, crest, crop, crash, crust, crate, cram, cramp, crud, crude
 
pl
plow, plot, plant, plane, place, plain, plead, plan, plum, plume, plod, 
 
pr
price, pride, prime, prank, prop, print
 
gl
glass, glad, glare, globe, glue, glob, glib, glut
 
gr
grip, gripe, grass, graze, greet, green, grain, grab, grub, grunt
 
fl
flip, flap, flat, flag, fleet, fleece, flock, flake, fluke, flop, flute, flank
 
fr
Fred, free, Frank, frisk, frail
 
 
 
 
Weird Words:
heard, geese, work, farmer, their, iceberg, jumped, down, every, look, your, Rat's, whose, cows, you'll, soil
 
 
 
 
Sentences:
Do not blame me if the black snake bites your buns.
Did Rat bring the brave brat to brunch?
Did the clam cling to the clean clump of grass?
The creep made the crate fall off the crest of the hill.
Did Rat plow the plot so we can plant the seed?
We will need a crate as a prop for this prank.
I am glad we had glue to fix the glass globe.
Rat will gripe if the cows graze on his grass.
Did a flock of geese land on the fleet of ships?
Did Frank frisk Fred and is Fred still free?
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Colfax Mann was raised by wild chipmunks high in the mountains of Colorado.
 
 
OEBPS/images/image0062.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0061.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0060.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml
		Section 1

		Rat The Cat Reading Accelerator

		11. "The Vile Toad"

		12-Rat Gets A Job

		13. "Going Fishing"

		14. "The White Whale"

		15. "Chicken Thugs"

		16. "Rat Gets A loan"

		17. "This Job Stinks"

		18. "A Bumpy Ride"

		19. "Stork Lake"

		20. "Farmer Rat"





OEBPS/images/image0069.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0068.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0067.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0066.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0065.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0064.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0063.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0073.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0072.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0071.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0070.jpg
“-I I 1 SN
LI





OEBPS/images/image0079.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0078.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0077.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0076.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0075.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0074.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0084.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0083.png
SUPPORT,





OEBPS/images/image0082.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0081.jpg
D

=y





OEBPS/images/image0080.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0004.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0003.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0002.jpg
RAT.THECAT
@ READING

ACCELERATOR






OEBPS/images/image0001.png
@Eﬂﬁ

CCEI.ERATOR

PHONICS' «






OEBPS/images/image0086.jpg
@ RAT.THE(CAT
READING
¥ S ACCELERATOR






OEBPS/images/image0085.jpg
COLEaX ManN





OEBPS/images/image0015.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0014.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0013.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0012.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0011.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0010.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0009.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0008.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0007.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0006.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0005.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0026.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0025.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0024.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0023.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0022.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0021.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0020.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0019.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0018.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0017.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0016.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0037.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0036.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0035.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0034.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0033.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0032.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0031.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0030.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0029.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0028.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0027.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0040.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0048.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0047.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0046.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0045.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0044.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0043.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0042.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0041.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0039.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0038.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0051.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0050.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0059.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0058.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0057.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0056.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0055.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0054.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0053.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0052.jpg





OEBPS/images/image0049.jpg





