
40-Wonder Man
ph as f, -ion, -ior

Dan  made  Rat  return  all  the  videos,  then
Dan called Rat and made Rat sit down.

“Rat,  your behavior has caused us to be in
catastrophe after catastrophe,” Dan told Rat.

“But we've had lots of fun!” said Rat.
“No,” said Dan. “These catastrophes may be

fun for a cat, but people have responsibilities.
You put all your emphasis on fun, and I like to
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have  fun  too.  But  we  need  to  put  more
emphasis on doing what is right. On just being
good. Simple goodness.”

“What?” asked Rat. “Did you have some sort
of epiphany, Dan?”

“No, Rat,” said Dan. “I guess it's just time to
get  better.  We  need  to  be  more  responsible.
And I need to do more good in the world. No
more getting blown up in a circus.  No more
selling my land and home.”

“Do you mean no more diving onto rocks or
riding  mean  mules?”  Rat  asked.  “No  more
eating from the trash with Chicken Fred? No
more Captain P.P.? What will we do for fun?”

“Rat, you don't have to lead a rebellion or get
caught  in  a  catastrophe to  have  fun.  We are
going to have a new philosophy around here.”

“What philosophy is that, Dan?" Asked Rat.
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“Death By Boredom?”
“No,” said Dan. “Rat, there comes a time in

life when you have to shut off the TV and go
try make the world a better place, to add some
goodness to the world. So from now on we are
going to have fun doing good things.”

“Not  in  a  million  years,  Dan,”  said  Rat.
“Nothing beats eating from the trash!”

“That's  only your  opinion right  now,”  said
Dan.  “And anyway,  I  don't  want  you to  lose
your fun spirit, you make my life fun too. I just
want us to have some focus.”

Dan walked to his trophy case. He picked up
a trophy and took it over to show Rat.

“See this?” Dan asked Rat.
“Yes,” said Rat. “It's a little naked man made

of metal.”
“Oh, he's not naked!” said Dan. “He has on
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shorts!  I  won  this  trophy for  being  the  best
junior wrestler in the nation.” Dan went and
got another trophy from the trophy case.

“More little naked metal men?” asked Rat.
“No,” said Dan. “I won this trophy for being

the best senior wrestler in the nation.”
“Dan, I'm not going to wrestle you if that's

what you want,” said Rat.
“No,  Rat,”  said  Dan.  "Here's  what  I  mean:

Remember  at  the  circus  how I  took  care  of
Paul and Wally?”

“Yeah!”  Rat  exclaimed.  “Dan  was  the  man
that day!”

“Well, Rat, you said if you could wrestle like
that you would choose to be a superhero.”

“I  would,”  said  Rat.  “I'd  be  Dolphin  Man,
running my nose  into  every bad guy I  met!”
Rat jumped up and plowed his head into Dan.
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“Oooof!” Dan grunted.
“Or  I  would  be  Pheasant  Man,”  said  Rat,

strutting  around  popping  his  head  forward,
“stalking the nation's milo fields, protecting my
fowl friends!”

“Until  the  first  hunting  season,”  said  Dan.
“Then you'd be Bullet Hole Man!” Rat sat back
down.

“Right, Dan,” said Rat. “So what do you have
in mind?”

“This!” said Dan. Dan reached up to a high
shelf and pulled down a costume. On the front
of  the  costume  was  a  circle,  and  inside  the
circle was a big W on top of a big M.

“Wonder Man!” said Dan. “I was going to do
this  a long time ago.  That's  why this  logo is
painted on the side of our van. So what do you
think, Rat?”
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“About what?”
“About Wonder Man, Rat! Wonder Man!”
“Well,  you're  already making  me  wonder,”

said  Rat.  “I  wonder  if  you're  losing  your
marbles.”

“Oh,  come  on  Rat,”  said  Dan.  “You  like
adventure.  You  like  fun.  So  let's  go  have
adventures doing good instead of being blown
up and shot from cannons!”

“But Dan,” said Rat, “a superhero needs bad
guys to fight.”

“There are plenty of phantoms and fiends,”
said Dan.

“No, there are not,” said Rat. “Superman and
Batman  beat  them  all  up.  I  saw  it  on
television.”

“Aha!”  said  Dan.  “You  have  been  blinded,
Rat!” “What about Television Head and Screen
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Head?”
“Not  quite  Lex  Luthor  or  The Joker,”  said

Rat.  “You'll  never  get  famous  fighting  those
guys.  Plus,  every  superhero  needs  a  trusty
sidekick.”

“Rat, I don't want to get famous. I used to,
but now I just want to do some good. And you
can be my sidekick! We still have your Captain
Power Purrson costume!”

“Right  Dan,”  said  Rat.  “And  I  can  change
into my costume in a garbage can. I can fight
onion breath. Captain Mouthwash.”

“Rat,  you  have  a  bad  attitude,”  said  Dan.
“Whatever  we  decide  your  name  should  be,
can't  you  see  the  adventures  that  await  us?
Forget  about  Captain  Mouthwash.  We  can
fight Television Head and Screen Head and all
the  other  phantoms  and  fiends  the  other
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superheroes missed. So what do you say, Rat?
Is it a deal?”

Rat thought a moment, then said, “Why not,
Dan? We may as well get beat up by bad guys
instead of all the old catastrophes.”

“Great!” said Dan.
Dan and Rat took a selfie to commemorate

the  moment  Wonder  Man  and  his  trusty
sidekick, Captain P.P., became a crime-fighting
team. Then Dan shouted out:

“Let the bad guys beware!”
“Be where?” Rat asked.
“No, beWARE,” said Dan. “Shall we go get

your costume?”
“Yes,”  said  Rat,  and  Rat  smiled  a  satisfied

smile. “Let the bad guys beware!”
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